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 Stuart Wolf, Principal  April 2019 

Thank you to all of the parents, guardians, and grandpar-
ents that came to school for your children’s March report 
card conferences.  As you know, when you are engaged 
in your child’s education, students are more likely to per-
form to their fullest potential.  Being present for report 
card conferences is one great part of engagement!  It 
shows your children that you care about their school per-
formance and that you are working as a partner with the 
school to help them.  Conferences offer both you and 
your child’s teacher a chance to exchange information 
and to plan strategies for helping your child.  Even when 
children are doing well academically and socially, it is im-
portant for you to participate in report card conferences 
because this shows them that their hard work and accom-
plishments are being recognized!   

 

 

 

 

May is the month that we traditionally see the most clas-
ses taking field trips.  All field trips require adult chaper-
ones to help the trips go smoothly and safely.  Please 
consider being a chaperone for one of your child’s field 
trips.  You will be asked to complete a chaperone eligibil-
ity form, which takes about 5 minutes to do.  Because 
many parents/guardians complete these forms in the 
spring there is a waiting time before they can all be pro-
cessed.  Please stop by the Waddell office and ask for a 
chaperone form so you can be ready for May field trips.  
On behalf of our students and teachers, we thank you.   

 

 

Stuart Wolf                  Aisha Florez 

Principal                      Asst. Principal 

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  

 1 2 
Autism Awareness 

Day 

Alexandrin Lunch 

Bunch @ 1:20 

 

3 

Early Dismissal 

@1:17pm 

4 

Townwide 

Chorus 

@7:00pm 

5 
Alexandrin Lunch 

Bunch @ 1:20 

UCONN TRIP– 

Grades 2 & 3 

6 

 8 9 
O’Coin  Lunch 

Bunch @ 1:20 

10 
Bourbeau Lunch 

Bunch @ 1:20 

11 

Munson 

Pickup 3:30-

6:00p 

12 

Munson Pickup 

3:30-6:00p 

 

 15 16 17 18 19  

 22 23 
3rd Grade Field 

Trip to the Bushnell 

Wlochowski  

Lunch Bunch @ 

1:20 

24 
Brodeur Lunch Bunch 

@ 1:20 

PTA MEETING 

@6:30pm 

25 

2nd Grade field 

trip to the New 

Britain Museum 

of Art 

26 
Clare Lunch Bunch @ 

1:20 

 

 29 30 
Clare Lunch 

Bunch @ 1:20 

    

SPRING BREAK—NO SCHOOL! 
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Kindergarten: 
Thank you to all the families that came to parent-teacher conferences to discuss your child’s 

progress.  We appreciate your support and together we will help your child succeed! 
 

 

 

Language Arts 

The kindergarten students are continuing to have fun reading fiction and non-fiction texts during 
shared reading, read alouds and guided reading.  During those reading opportunities the students are learn-
ing to apply many reading strategies, such as sounding words out, looking at the picture, and looking for re-
petitive language.  The students are also learning before, during and after comprehension skills, such as 
making predictions, retelling events and determining the author’s message and purpose.  
 

Please help us enforce these comprehension strategies at home, both when you read to your child 
and when he/she reads aloud. Ask them who the characters are, where the setting is, what the problem and 
solution were, and to retell the events in the story. 

 

Students recently finished the “How-to” unit in writer’s workshop. Students learned to write sequen-
cial steps to teach someone how to do something. How-To writing focused on step by step directions using 
transition words: First, Next, Then, Last, Now. Some examples of how-to writing pieces that the students 
wrote were: “How To Get Ready for School,” “How To Ride a Bike,” “How To Brush Your Teeth,” “How To 
Make a Bowl of Cereal” and “How to Get Dressed”  This month, children will be learning to write Persuasive 
pieces.  They will learn to state their opinion on a topic and then support their opinion with 2-3 reasons and 
end with a conclusion statement. 

Math                          

Students have recently completed the subtraction/addition units.  However, stu-
dents are continuing to practice their 21 addition and 21 subtraction facts daily. The stu-
dents need to be able to correctly answer those facts with automaticity by not using their 
fingers.  Students were taught a few subtraction rules for example: that when the num-
ber zero is subtracted from any other number, the difference is equal to the other num-
ber.  Students were also taught that when the number 1 is subtracted from any other 
number, the total is one less. One other strategy the students learned was that if the 
number you are taking away is the same number you started with, your answer is always 
zero.  Please have your child practice adding and subtracting at home every day. 

 This month the kindergarteners are learning about teen numbers.  They are not 
only identifying and writing them, but also learning to decompose and compose them.  
For example:  18=10+8 or 18 is composed of 1 group of ten and eight ones.  This month 
students will be strengthening their place value knowledge, specifically the tens and 
ones places.  Students will also be learning more about number bonds and applying 
them to teen numbers. 
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Kindergarten Reminders:  
Upcoming Events 

Spring Break: April 13-21st (including the weekends before and after) 

4/24 PTA Meeting Cafeteria 6:30 PM 

4/26-5/13-Spirit Wear Free Weeks- more to come 

4/27 Yard-Goats vs. Harrisburg Senators (6:05pm game at D & D Park. Gates open at 4pm) 

 

Reminders 

- Please empty your child’s backpack and Home-School Folder daily. 

- Please send your child’s “book-in-a-Bag/Pouch” every Friday.  This is very important and helps ensure your child gets new books to 
read every week. 

-Please send in an extra set of clothes for your child. If your child is sent home with clothes, please send in a new outfit the next day. 
(Please keep in mind that we are still in the cold winter season).  

-Please help your child learn to tie his/her shoelaces, put on gloves and to put on and zip his/her winter jacket 

Boxes of SOFT Tissues are always a welcome donation in the kindergarten classrooms, but NOT mandatory.  

Thank you, 

The Kindergarten Team 

First Grade:   

 

It was wonderful to see everyone at conferences! 

In Reader’s Workshop, we are continuing to read for meaning to learn the lesson the author intended.  This involves 

determining the details that are important in a text and understanding the roles of the main characters and supporting 

characters.  We will also pay close attention to how characters’ feelings change over the course of a story, and when we 

read aloud, we will read with expression.  Our voices will have to convey the voices of the characters (their actions indi-

cate their feelings and, therefore, their voice).  We will spend time comparing texts and sharing and defending our opin-

ions of them.  

In Writer’s Workshop, we are moving from Opinion Writing to Realistic Fiction. First we make up a pretend character, 

a setting, and then imagine the trouble your character will get into.   

The planning process involves: 

   1.Touch and Tell 

   2. Sketch across the pages 

   3. Write 

 

In Math Workshop, we have been hard at work learning about place value! We are learning to show and compare num-

bers as tens and ones with math tools and drawn representations. Ask your child to show three ways to represent (show) 

a number. 

 

During Social Thinking, we just finished our unit on “Smart Guesses.”  The next unit is continuing our teaching on how 

to problem solve. The unit is called “Flexible and Stuck Thinking.”  Students will understand the difference between 

being flexible and being inflexible. Flexible means you can bend or change something without it breaking. When some-

thing is not flexible, it can not move, bend, or change without breaking. We will talk about how we can use our 

“Superflex Powers” to be flexible thinkers and solve problems. 

Happy Spring!!! Enjoy the beautiful weather. 
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Second Grade:  
In writing, second graders have been learning about the elements of poetry. We are 
examining how authors use poetry structure and figurative language such as allitera-
tion, rhyme, similes, and onomatopoeia to create meaning.  Students are also learn-
ing to use these devices and other word choices to write their own poetry. 
 
In reading, students have been becoming experts with author's craft. Students contin-
ue to work in their series book clubs and have conversations about how authors use 
words to create a vivid picture in our minds.  They also are being exposed to under-
standing Literary Language. They practice paying attention to special language and 
notice when words are used in special ways.  Students collaborate with others to fig-
ure out what special meaning the author wants them to understand when particular 
words or phrases were used. 
 
In Math, students have been using place value 
concepts to create the value of a 3-digit num-
ber in a variety of ways.  Students use place 
value blocks to show values in different ways 
such as, 100 = 
1 hundred or 10 tens or 10 = 1 ten or 10 ones. 
In addition to this, students also use place val-
ue patterns to skip count from a 3-digit num-
ber and add or subtract by 5’s, 10’s, 100’s. 
Last but not least, students will review previ-
ously learned strategies such as partial sums, 
number lines, place value blocks/
models.  However, these strategies will now be used to add and subtract numbers 
within 1,000 instead of 100. 
 
 
Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to come on our field trip to the Chil-
dren's Museum.  If you did not get a chance to help out we could always use more 
parent support for future trips. Please let us know and we can give you another chap-
erone packet. Also, please remind your child to continue to put in their best effort and 
complete all their homework. Encourage your child to continue to read 20 minutes a 
day and don’t forget to get outside and play!   

 
Happy Spring! 
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Third Grade: 

Happy April Grade 3 families! It’s hard to believe that spring is upon us already! Even 
though the days are getting longer and the temperatures will be rising, our students will 
still be working hard at Waddell! 
 
 Thank you so much for attending your third grader’s conference! We truly value your 
partnership, and hope you got to see how your child is doing in school! If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher!  
 
Reading 
In Reading, we completed our Character Study Unit.  Ask your student questions such as 
what kind of person is _____(character) and what lesson can you learn from your fiction 
book from their nightly reading? We recently began our nonfiction research clubs. Stu-
dents are learning to synthesize new ideas after reading multiple texts and identifying 
nonfiction text structures such as description/explanation, cause/effect, problem/solution, 
sequence/order, and compare/contrast. Please be sure to encourage your scholar to 
read both fiction and nonfiction at home. 
Some questions you may want to ask your child after reading nonfiction are: 
What text structure did you notice while you were reading?  
Can you show me where in the text you noticed it? 
What was the main idea of the book/section? 
 
Math 
This month in mathematics, we will continue our focus on fractions. We are looking at 
how shapes are partitioned (divided) into equal parts and also looking at how fractions 
can refer to a part of a (whole) set. We also have been looking at each part of the shape, 
and naming it by using a unit fraction. Your scholar can also identify the parts of a frac-
tion - the numerator and the denominator. This helps us to look at shaded parts within a 
shape, and identify it by using a fraction. We are also evaluating fractions on the number 
line, and comparing fractions in this unit as well! Be sure to talk about fractions as much 
as possible at home when cutting cake, measuring liquids for a recipe, or even folding 
clothes! 
 
 
Writing 
We have begun our new writing unit on Fairy Tale Ad-
aptations.  Students are reviewing original fairy tales 
such as “The Three Little Pigs” and “Three Billy Goats 
Gruff” in order to decide how to adapt the original story 
into a new version made by them as an author! Stu-
dents are learning how authors change one or two parts 
of a story, such as a character or setting, and how to 
carry that change across all parts of the story.  Students will be learning how to enhance 
their fairytale adaptations by thinking of common story elements. Encourage your student 
to retell their ideas across their fingers to know their fairy tales, both original and adapted 
versions, well! Encourage your students to write at home too, possibly in a journal or dia-
ry.  It is important for students to be able to write with stamina, “long and strong” as we 
call it, in order to produce more volume as they become strong writers! As in any im-
portant skill, the more they do it, the better they will become! 
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Fourth Grade: 
Dear 4th Grade Families,  
 
 Thank you all for coming in for March report card conferences!  4th graders have been 
working hard and we are proud to share their success. 
 
 In Math, we have completed our first unit on fractions.  Your child can now add and 
subtract fractions, including mixed numbers. We have also started to talk about how to multi-
ply a fraction by a whole number and will relate fractions to decimals. Please continue to 
have your child practice their basic facts. Our goal is to have 4th graders master all four oper-
ations by June! If they have already mastered all 4 operations, they can practice their facts 
with multiple digits. 
 
 In Reading, we have finished our reading history unit. Students were able to practice 
note taking, summarizing, and synthesizing while researching different topics. We will contin-
ue discussing history while we move into our historical fiction book clubs. Students will be 
grouped together and reading about different periods in American History.  
 
 In Writing, students are wrapping up their nonfiction books. This unit has students fo-
cus on clustering information and writing in a logical sequence. Ask your child what or who 
they wrote about! 
 
 Just a reminder that we have several field trips scheduled for the end of the year. More 
trips/picnics may still get scheduled. If you are interested in chaperoning please make sure 
your applications have been submitted no later than April 26th! Contact your child’s class-
room teacher for more information.  
 
May 16th- Bennett (no chaperones required) 
May 28- (Ginn, Golino, Gatmaitan) Goodwin River Academy 
May 31- (Blundo, Beaulieu, Krowlikowski) Goodwin River Academy   
June 6th- New Britain Museum of Art 
June 12th- State Capital 
End of the year picnic- TBA 
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Art News 

January happenings from the Art room with Mrs. Nelson & Mr. Davies 

 

Kindergarten: Mrs. Nelson 

Students have been working hard drawing, cutting and painting circles in all siz-
es, like the Russian artist W. Kandinsky 

Kindergarten: Mr. Davies 

Students in Kindergarten have been practicing cutting various shapes with a 
strong emphasis on circles. Furthermore, Kindergarten is exploring how to use 
those circular forms to create emotion in their adorable penguin characters.  

 
.First Grade: Mr. Davies 

My first graders have been researching an ani-
mal of their choosing in their STEAM class. In 
art class the students are doing drawings and 
paintings of the animal they researched. 
 
First Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

This lesson was tied into STEAM. Students were looking at parts of a fish 
in detail, so in art we used silicone fish to replicate a Japanese style of printmaking called Gyotaku. One of 
these prints was saved so students could create a habitat for their fish. For this we did some oil pastel re-
sist painting! 

 
Second Grade: Mrs.Nelson 

To follow up our castles, second graders cre-
ated a self portrait collage, but not just any 
portrait, a royal self portrait! So fun! 

 

Second Grade: Mr. Davies Second graders 
are studying the art work of Henri Rousseau, 
famous for his imaginative paintings about 

the jungle. My students have spent the last three classes practicing drawing various 
jungle wildlife and they are now ready to begin their final painting. 
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Art News Cont... 

 

Third Grade: Mr. Davies 

Mr Davies’ third graders are exploring the art of famous pop artist Romero Britto. Inspired by his style, 
these third graders are learning the basics of proportion when drawing the human face and applying the 
“Britto Style” to their work. 

 
 
Third Grade:  Mrs. Nelson 

Third graders were really motivated to work 
on  a diorama collage with a theme of Things 
in a Park. 
 
Fourth Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

 Students have been learning proportion and 
how bending the joints helps to show action. The figures were cut out, glued 
slightly raised for a relief effect after the stu-
dents finished a background setting.  
 

Fourth Grade:  Mr. Davies                               
       Fourth Graders are exploring the artistic 
practice of zentangles by incorporating the zen-
tangle patterns and designs within their own 
aquarium composition.   
 

 
 
 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Davies 
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    Music News 

 
 
The National Association for Music Education recognizes the Month of March as national Mu-
sic in Our Schools Month.. Students were sent home with a music survey to be filled out by 
their parents. We wanted to learn about our Waddell parents’ musical experiences. Look out 
for representation of the survey feedback in the arts hallway!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students in all grades experienced Irish Music through various songs and dances as well as 
videos of traditional and modern music.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grades K, 1, 2 have continued to work on rhythmic patterns, movement activities, and singing 
voices.  
 
Grades 3 & 4 have worked on creating and decoding rhythmic patterns in small groups as well 
as movement activities.  
 
Grade 4  has begun to learn about the music staff and melodic patterns. 
 
TOWN-WIDE CHORUS has been working hard to prepare for their April 4th concert. This is 
the first year that 4th Graders will be participating in town-wide chorus! We are excited to 
hear the performance which includes students from each elementary school combined in a 
large chorus.  
 Come and see Manchester choirs progress through all of the grade levels (4-12) in the 
annual Town-Wide Chorus Concert on April 4th at 7:00PM at Manchester High School.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Musically,  

Mrs. Dickinson and Mrs. Bundy 
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April Physical Education Calendar 

 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 2 3 4 5 

GET OUTSIDE! Go 

for a walk with an 

adult from home! 

Put some music 

on and move/

dance for 20 

minutes! 

 

Perform 10 push-

ups take a break 

and do 10 more. 

Yoga poses hold 

for 15 seconds. 

 

35 Jumping jacks 

take a break and 

35 more. Get 

those legs mov-

ing! 

8 9 10 11 12 

Jump rope for as 

long as you can 

take a break and 

do it again. 

 

Challenge another 

family member to 

a curl-up chal-

lenge… how many 

can you do? 

How many moun-

tain climbers can 

you do? 

 

How many arm 

circles can you do 

forward? Now 

how many can you 

do backwards? 

Perform your 

stretching routine 

from P.E. class. 

15 16 17 18 19 

Perform 15 chair 

dips. 

 

How many calf 

raises can you do? 

Rise up onto your 

tippy toes and 

back down. 

Perform 25 leg 

lifts on each leg. 

 

Arm wrestle with 

a family member! 

Try both arms. 

 

Complete 25 kick-

backs on each leg! 

 

22 23 24 25 26 

Hold a wall sit for 

a total of one mi-

nute! 

 

Perform arm scis-

sors for one mi-

nute. 

 

How long does it 

take you to com-

plete 45 squats? 

Hold a plank for as 

long as you can! 

 

Perform high 

knees for one mi-

nute! Take a break 

and see if you can 

do it for another 

minute. 

29 30       

Arm curls with 

nothing or cans of 

soup 

 

Complete 30 frog 

jumps in place. 

Take a break and 

do 30 more! 
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STEM News 

Science Fair 

The Waddell Science Fair was on held on Wednesday, 
March 13th. The following students received the highest 
scores and will move on to the Manchester District Inven-
tion Convention with Science Fair on Saturday, March 30, 
2019: 

 

     Isabella- Kindergarten 

     Brooklyn -  Kindergarten 

     Dhaanya - 1st Grade 

     Indiya- 1st Grade 

     Chantelle - 1st Grade 

     Bryce - 2nd Grade 

     Caden- 3rd Grade 

     Joseph- 3rd Grade 

     Olivia- 4th Grade 

     Gisele- 4th Grade 

 

Congratulations to these students and to all students who participated! 
 

Kindergarten 

As kindergarteners continue to study weather, they are also learning to think critically. They have been ob-
serving daily weather patterns and using clues from current conditions to help predict what will happen next. 
With a focus on wind this month, they made wind socks and also model houses that could stand up to a wind 
storm.  Ask your child: How did they protect their house from the wind? 

 

1st Grade 

Students in first grade learned about how the body structures of animals help them survive in their unique 
habitats. They considered how animals protect themselves from weather and predators, and how they get 
food and water. Then they applied what they learned as they created imaginary animals. Ask your child 
about: How does the animal they created protect itself from predators? 
 
2nd Grade 

Second graders explored different types of landforms. They worked in teams to apply what they learned, 
creating maps of  islands with symbols for landforms and bodies of water. Each map included a key to ex-
plain the symbols. Second graders have also created 3-dimensional models of hills, for which they designed 
engineering controls to prevent landslides. Ask your child: How did they protect their hill from a landslide? 
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STEM News CONT... 

3rd Grade 

Third graders have been learning about weather patterns like 
clouds and how to predict what will happen based on clues 
(color, shape, etc). Students have researched different kinds of 
severe weather and will be acting as meteorologists in a forecast! 
We will be utilizing the green screen in the library to project the 
forecasted weather behind them. Ask your student what ex-
treme weather they are learning about. 
 
 

4th Grade 

Fourth grade scientists have wrapped up erosion by planning and testing for their erosion challenge. Stu-
dents were responsible for creating a plan for saving a mansion from river erosion along the Connecticut 
River. Students then tested these plans out and reflected on their findings to come to a consensus of what is 
the best way to prevent erosion. We then compared them to how engineers have prevented erosion to see 
how similar and different the plans are. Ask your child how they saved the mansion 

LIBRARY NEWS 

With your help we put over 100 books into class-
rooms and surpassed our goal of selling $5000 in 

books! 

This means more books in our classrooms and  
library! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who came to our book fair and helped make it a great 

experience. Keep on reading, and we’ll see you at our next fair! 

  

Visit our library webpage for research, computer practice, coding and more! 

Click the link and choose Waddell. 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/ 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/
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